Virtual Reality Idea: Virtual field trip using Google Lit Trips
By: Kathy Bennnett
Rationale: The purpose of this presentation is to make teachers familiar with Google Earth and Google Lit Trips and the effective use as a virtual classroom tool.  This presentation will teach participants how to download and use Google Lit Trips in their classroom.  Google Lit Trips uses Google Earth to take students through the actual path traveled by the characters in the book. Created by students and teachers, there are a variety of Google Lit Trips created for books used in the K-12 curriculum.   
Goals:

· Demonstrate how to use Google Earth as a means to completing a virtual field trip through Google Lit Trips
· Discuss what is a Google Lit Trip is and how to effectively use is in a classroom setting
· Demonstrate how to download and use Google Lit Trips
· Explore Google Lit Trips by grade level
· Develop a basic understanding of how to take a virtual field trip

Presentation Details: This program was developed to make teachers aware of a fun, innovative, hands-on teaching experience.   Teachers will participate in Google Lit Trips using Google Earth.  Participants will learn how to navigate through Google Lit Trips that are available at www.googlelittrips.org .  They will experience literature in a 3D fashion as they see different areas in the world in which the stories in the literature took place.  Teachers can tailor their Lit Trip by grade and experience a new way to use this tool in the classroom.  Participants will also receive information on how to develop their own Lit Trip.
Google Lit Trip is a fascinating way to provide students with real time views of cities around the world.  Looking for a new inventive way to integrate technology, history, art and literature?  Google Lit Trip is the source to do this! Students can virtually visit cities around the world without leaving their classrooms.  As stated by Tiene and Ingram, “the most effective way of learning is through active involvement.” (p. 284)
Google Lit trips will serve as ways to bring students close to the action when teaching literature's great travel tales. By combining literary road trips with the interactive technology and satellite imagery of Google Earth, Burg says he has found a way to put students "right in the back seat" of an unfolding journey. (Boss, 2009)

Combining Google Earth with literature study allows teachers to come up with activities that are highly creative for their students. This type of virtual reality travel activities will generate higher-order questions and more analytical thinking.  The short term and long range potential is endless.  The cost to use this type of equipment is fairly cheap because you will be using the computer equipment that is already in the school.  No extra gadgets or technology is necessary.  The only draw back would be constant use of computer lab until this unit is complete.
After students have mastered a trip made by a teacher, they could deepen their analytical thinking skills by designing their own lit trips.  Lit trips can also overlap into other areas of study such as; science.  Ex. Students could determine weather patterns or specific information about the area they are virtually exploring.

To get started

Equipment needed: 
Students: The ideal situation would include a computer for each student.  If this is not possible, students could be grouped in 2 or 3 to share in their virtual road trip.  The computers need to have Internet access with Internet Explorer or Firefox and Google Earth downloaded to them.  Quicktime may also be needed to listen to podcasts.  
Teacher: Same computer capabilities with LCD projector for classroom instruction and demonstration.

Presentation to teachers:  
I have developed a Powerpoint that focuses on the areas pointed out in this document. This document and Powerpoint would be used together to represent the dialogue that would go with the presentation.  There is a step by step handout that would be used for the teachers to take with them to refer to how to use a Google Lit Trip in their classroom. (see Bennett_googlelittrippt)
Start PowerPoint:

Did you know that Google has also added a new feature called Google Lit Trips? What is a Google Lit Trip? Google Lit Trips uses Google Earth to take students through the actual path traveled by the characters in the book. Created by students and teachers, there are a variety of Google Lit Trips created to be used in the K-12 curriculum.  This virtual road trip “allows students to actively guide their own learning and discover what this historical event was like.” (Tiene & Ingram, p. 284)
History:  Jerome Burg, the website creator, is open to communicating with people who are willing to create Google Lit Trips. By simply emailing him (or the website), you can find out if someone else is already working on a piece of literature that you are interested in teaching or interested in creating a Lit Trip. 

The goal of using Lit Trips is not to provide any plot summaries for the various books or poetry.  The creators of Lit Trips are actually encouraged to avoid including them in the Lit Trips. Rather, the website is to be used as “a tool to assist students in understanding how older (or current) readings connect with issues in the 21st Century and give them history about the places that they virtually visit.” (Burg, 2009)
General Information: Google Lit Trips is conducted through Google Earth. Google Earth allows the addition of place markers to indicate locations along the route and to include such enhancements as appropriate images, relevant website links, and thought provoking discussion starters.  Google Lit Trips uses Google Earth to take students on virtual literature tours.  Tours are focused on individual books. The viewer can download pre-made maps and even create their own Lit Trip using Google Earth.  This can be done in three easy steps: 

(1) Adding a few points on your Google map,

(2) Connecting the points using lines and/or arrows, and

(3) Going on a virtual tour of the Earth.
Parts of the Lit trip:  Google Lit Trips is inoperable by itself. To use Google Lit Trips effectively, the user must have the Google Earth application.  The files that can be downloaded on the Google Lit Trips site are KMZ files, which can only be opened via Google Earth. Google Earth, however, is not the only application used in Google Lit Trips. Another application which has been implemented is Podcast, not all Lit Trips contains Podcasts. Podcast is an application in which someone records himself/herself speaking and posts the recording as an audio file that can be listened to and downloaded on an iPod. This feature can be used by teachers creating Lit Trips to comment on the path of the characters or author around which they are creating the Lit Trip. This can be very helpful to students who are auditory learners instead of visual learners. QuickTime is a required application to play podcasts on Google Lit Trips and can be downloaded for free online if needed.
Downloading and Playing: Go to www.googlelittrips.org  and select an age group to view.  
Handout: (Google Lit Trip Instructions) – Download made available by Google Lit Trips for use.  Follow the steps provided on hand out following the PowerPoint presentation.
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