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In-service Project: Google Lit Trips
Rationale: The purpose of this workshop is to make participants familiar with Google Earth and Google Lit Trips and the effectives use as a classroom tool.  This project will teach participants how to download and use Google Lit Trips in their classroom.  Google Lit Trips uses Google Earth to take students through the actual path traveled by the characters in the book. Created by students and teachers, there are a variety of Google Lit Trips created for books used in the K-12 curriculum.   


Goals:

· Demonstrate how to use Google Earth as a means to completing a Google Lit Trips
· Discuss what is a Google Lit Trip is and how to effectively use is in a classroom setting
· Demonstrate how to download and use Google Lit Trips
· Explore Google Lit Trips by grade level
· Develop a basic understanding of how to use a Google Lit Trip

Program Details: This program was developed to make teachers aware of a fun, innovative, hands-on teaching experience.   Teachers will participate in Google Lit Trips using Google Earth.  Participants will learn how to navigate through Google Lit Trips that are available at www.googlelittrips.org .  They will experience literature in a 3D fashion as they see different areas in the world in which the stories in the literature took place.  Teachers can tailor their Lit Trip by grade and experience a new way to use this tool in the classroom.  Participants will also receive information on how to develop their own Lit Trip.  An evaluation of the in-service will be available at the end of the program.

Program Date: August 28, 2009 at Crestview Local Schools in the computer lab

Teachers are required to sign up at the appropriate time slot for attendance

All staff will receive information with their pay checks concerning the in-service 2 weeks prior to date and will be give the opportunity to sign up for programs.

Supplemental Materials: Please see attached files for hand-outs, notes and PowerPoint

Presentation: Please see attached PowerPoint

Resource: The most valuable resource used for this presentation is the actual website www.googlelittrips.org Downloads, instructions and many other resources are available at this site to make your Google Lit Trip and easy and effective one.
Google Lit Trip: A journey your students will never forget!

By: Kathy Bennett
This in-service has been developed for a one hour session.  Participants will learn how to effectively use Google Earth to navigate through a Google Lit Trip.  Google Lit Trip examples will be used to demonstrate the effectiveness of using Google Lit Trips in the classroom.  Teachers will be given a chance to evaluate this in-service at the end of the presentation.
Objective: Provide teachers with the tools to effectively use Google Lit Trips in the 

      classroom.

Materials needed: Computer, PowerPoint, LCD projector, computers for participants 


                  with Google Earth downloaded, hand-outs

I. Brief Introduction 
- 1 min

II. What is a Google Lit Trip? – 2 min


a. Share responses


b. Brief description (more detail in PowerPoint)

III. History of a Google Lit Trip – 2 min


a. Developed by Jerome Burg – more info on notes sheet


b. Goal of Lit trip
IV. PowerPoint describing all aspects of Lit Trips (Bennett_googlelittripppt) – 15 min


a. Present PowerPoint – Power point notes


b. hand-outs at end of Power point – 5 min



1. Basic lit trip guide



2. Google lit trip list



3. Google earth resources



4. How to develop your own Google Lit Trip

V. Participants go to www.googlelittrips.com – 20 min


a. Choose grade level


b. Complete a Lit Trip


c. Review hand-out on how to develop your own Lit Trip – 5 min

VI. Complete evaluation hand-out – 5 min
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Primary Speaker Information


Name: Kathy Bennett


Institution: Crestview Local Schools


Business Address: 44100 Crestview Rd., Columbiana, OH 44408

             Work Phone: 330-482-4744


Fax # 330-482-5369


Email Address: kbennett@crestviewlocal.k12.oh.us


Home Address: 4557 Signal Rd., Columbiana, OH 44408


Home Phone: 330-457-7612
Strand and Guidelines 
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Formational Information, Technology & Media Literacy, Reading Encouragement
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Guideline 3: Literacy & Reading Support Authors, Best Books, Reading Initiatives, Storytelling, Readers Advisory
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Guideline 6: Technological Literacy Electronic Information Formats, Internet Searching, Usage of Electronic Resources & Multimedia Tools
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Intended Audience: Teachers for grades K-12
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Audio Visual/ Room Setup: computers for each participant with Google Earth software download, Internet access and LCD projector
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Program Information


Program Title: Google Lit Trips: A journey your students will never forget!
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Program Description:  Using Google Lit Trips is a great way to combine literature and computer use in the classroom for a fun and engaging lesson that will have your students reading like never before. We will visit "sights" along the map that correspond with important settings and locations in a variety of literature. We'll look at some "ready-to-use" Lit Trips, and you'll get an idea of how to create your own with Google Earth.
Evaluation

Please take 5 minutes to complete this evaluation so that we can use feedback effectively to improve this in-service program.  Thank you for your participation.

1. Did you know about Google Lit Trips before this program?  If so, have you used it in the classroom?

2. What is the main thing you learned about a Google Lit Trip that you feel is important?

3. Would you use Google Lit Trip in your classroom?  If yes, why?

4. What did you like the most about the presentation?

5. What do you feel needs to be improved?

6. Was the information presented in a way that was easy to understand?  If no, please explain

7.  Now that you know more about Google Lit Trips, do you feel it is a valuable tool? Explain

Bibliography

Internet Sources:

Boss, Suzie. “Google Lit Trips: Bringing Travel Tales to Life”. Follow along for a 
multidimensional literary adventure. http://www.edutopia.org/google-lit-trips-virtual-            
literature  (28 June, 2009)

Burg, Jerome. Google Lit Trips.  http://googlelittrips.org. (1 July, 2009).

O’Shea, Kevin. Google Lit Trips. http://wiki.itap.purdue.edu/display/INSITE/Google+Lit+Trips (28 June, 2009)

Pearson, Tony. Google Earth Literature Trips 
http://web.prairieschool.net/~tpearson/TPearson/Google_Earth_Lit._Trips/Google_Earth
_Lit._Trips.html   (14 June, 2009)   

Hand-outs Print Sources:
Burg, Jerome. “The basics of viewing a GoogleLitTrip” “How to develop Lit Trips”. PDF files 
www.googlelittrips.org (25 June, 2009)
Video Sources:

Reavey, Kate. Google Lit Trips Part 1 of 2.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPiiAqXKy3g.  (28 
June, 2009)

Reavey, Kate. Google Lit Trips Part 3 of 2.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY55CR8vslw.   
(28 June, 2009)

Sbrunvan. Teachertube.com. Accessing Google Lit Trips. 
http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=80614&title=Accessing_Google_L
it_Trips&vpkey= (2 July, 2009).

Audio Source:
Burg, Jerome. “Google Lit Trips” Project in an infinite thinking machine “take 5”. 
<http: //www.edtechlive.com/audio/JeromeBurg.mp3.> (2 July, 2009) 

Additional Google Earth Resources

Download Google Earth FREE

http://earth.google.com/download-earth.html - This is needed to view all Google Lit Trips
Google Earth Videos

http://earth.google.com/tour.html

Be sure to click the right arrow to the right of the video icons. There are more videos in this series.

The Google Earth User Guide

http://earth.google.com/userguide/v4/

The Sightseer- Google Earth’s Monthly Newsletter

http://earth.google.com/sightseer_signup.html

If you didn’t sign up for this when you downloaded Google Earth, you may want to do it! This email subscription will keep you up to date on all the improvements being made to

Google Earth and share some “just cool” Google Earth findings.

The Google Earth Community

http://bbs.keyhole.com/ubb/ubbthreads.php/Cat/0

This is the site for the Google Earth Community where you can post questions and get answers from Google Earth enthusiasts.

Google Earth Education Community

http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/dherring/ge/googleearth.htm

A nice site with links to several Google Earth projects for Art, History, Science, and Literature.

Beyond Your Backyard

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=1825732698496120777&hl=en

Google holds regular in-house lectures. This video is anew years old, but it is given by one of the members of the Google Earth development team and has quite a few worthwhile bits of information.

Google Earth on Google Video

http://video.google.com/videosearch?q=%22google+Earth%22&hl=en&emb=0#

This URL is actually a search string for “Google Earth” for Google Video. An amazing collection of short videos dealing with a vast array of Google Earth topics such as “secret images” in Google Earth, very unusual images captured by Google Earth, amazing animal images, introductions to new features, etc.

Google for Educators: Geo Education

http://www.google.com/educators/geo.html

This page has information for all of Google’s Geo Education tools including Google Earth, Google Sky, Google Maps and Google Sketch up.

Google for Educators Discussion Group

http://groups.google.com/group/google-for-educators/search?group=google-for educators&q=google+earth&qt_g=Search+this+group

It’s a long URL, but it will take you to the Google for Educators Discussion area already filtered down to Google Earth specific discussions.

Juicy geography: Google Earth Lessons

http://www.juicygeography.co.uk/googleearth.htm

Google Earth Blog

http://www.gearthblog.com/

Google Earth Resources

Google Earth Resources

http://www.GoogleLitTrips.com
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