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I am quite convinced now…that the actual training of drawing cartoons – which is, of course, my style – led to my producing Spot.  Cartoons must be very simple and have as few words as possible and so too must the Spot books.   – Eric Hill
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By: Kathy Bennett    





Eric Hill is the creator of Spot, the world’s favorite puppy!  His first story was ‘Where’s Spot?’ in 1980.  The lift-a-flap concept and simple illustrations made this book an instant hit!





Eric Hill was born September 7,1927 in Halloway, London, England.  He was educated at Pooles Park Elementary and Tollington Park Central schools until World War II started.  Eric joined an art studio at age 16 as a messenger.  He was encouraged to draw cartoons in his spare time, his favorite drawings were airplanes.  The markings of planes became his inspiration to design Spot the dog.  The design of Spot was reflected in the spots of his body and tips of his tail.  Eric was in the Air force for a short time and returned to the studio to work on cartoons.  Eric again left the studio and joined the art department of an advertising agency.  He freelanced as an art director, graphic designer and illustrator.  In 1976 Eric’s son Christopher was born.  Eric made up stories about the adventure of a small puppy to read to his son at bedtime.  Spot was born!  His first book, Where’s Spot? was inspired by an advertising flyer that he had made involving a flap covering a funny picture.  His son Christopher loved this idea and so, Eric decided to incorporate it into this book.














