Storytelling Presentation
                                                         Ask for audience participation for each        There was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly                     animal presented.  
By: Simms Taback

Retold by: Kathy Bennett


Storyteller actions are in italics.  This story is about an old lady that I once knew.  Here is a picture of her and I am going to share her story with you.  Be sure to help me with the animals as I hold them up, say the animal with me.
I know an old lady who swallowed a fly, 
I don't know why she swallowed the fly, 
Perhaps, she’ll die.

I know an old lady who swallowed a spider, 
That wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly, 
I don't know why she swallowed the fly, 
Perhaps, she’ll die.

I know an old lady who swallowed a bird, 
How absurd to swallow a bird!
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
That wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside her,
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly,
I don't know why she swallowed the fly,
Perhaps, she’ll die.

I know an old lady, who swallowed a cat,
            
Imagine that, to swallow a cat!
She swallowed the cat to catch the bird,
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
That wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside her,
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly,
I don't know why she swallowed the fly,
Perhaps, she’ll die.

I know an old lady who swallowed a dog, 
My, what a hog, to swallow a dog!
She swallowed the dog to catch the cat,
She swallowed the cat to catch the bird,
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
That wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside her.  She swallowed the spider to catch the 

Present the portrait of the old lady.

Point to the old lady, hold up the fly.  Put the fly in the old lady’s mouth.

Put hands up and shrug shoulders. 
                                                                      Point to the old lady, hold up spider.  Put the spider in her mouth. Wiggle body and fingers with words describing spider.  Present fly in the left hand and put in her mouth again.                                                        

Put up hands and shrug shoulders.

Point to the old lady, present bird with a flying motion.  Put bird in her mouth.  Present spider in left hand and wiggle fingers and body with words describing spider.  Put spider in her mouth again.                                              Present fly in left hand and put fly in her mouth.                                   
Put up hands and shrug shoulders.  
Point to the old lady, present the cat.  Put cat in her mouth.  Present bird in left hand and put in her mouth again.

Present spider in left hand. Wiggle body and fingers with words describing spider. Put spider in her mouth.                                  Present fly in left hand, put in her mouth.                            

Put up hands and shrug shoulders   

Point to the old lady, present the dog.  Make oinking noise for hog.  Put the dog in her mouth.  Present cat in the left and put in her mouth.  Pick up bird and put in her mouth.   Present the spider and put in her mouth. Wiggle body and fingers with words describing spider.
fly, I don't know why she swallowed the fly,
Perhaps, she’ll die.

 I know an old lady who swallowed a goat, 
Just opened her throat and swallowed a goat!
                                                       She swallowed the goat to catch the dog, She swallowed the dog to catch the cat,   She swallowed the cat to catch the bird,   She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
That wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside her,
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly,
I don't know why she swallowed the fly,
Perhaps, she’ll die.
I know an old lady who swallowed a cow, 
I wonder how she swallowed a cow?!
She swallowed the cow to catch the goat, 
She swallowed the goat to catch the dog, 
She swallowed the dog to catch the cat, 
She swallowed the cat to catch the bird, 
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider, 
That wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside her, 
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly, 
I don't know why she swallowed the fly, 
Perhaps, she’ll die.

I know an old lady who swallowed a horse; 
Just joking, of course!!





Old Lady Portrait retrieved from http://www.jokesy.com/images/old-lady-senior-citizens-jokes.jpg
Animals retrieved from:  http://www.kidzclub.com 

Present fly in left hand, put in her mouth.  Put up hands, shrug shoulders.                 
Point to old lady and present a goat.  Point to throat, make loud swallowing sounds. Put goat in her mouth.  Present dog and put in her mouth.                                                    Present cat and put in her mouth.             Present bird and put in her mouth         .  Present spider and put in her mouth.  Wiggle body and fingers with words describing spider.                               Present fly with left hand and put in her mouth.                                                              Put up hands and shrug shoulders.
Point to the old lady and present cow.  Shake head back and forth in amazement. Put cow in her mouth.  Present goat and put in her mouth.  Present dog and put in her mouth.  Present cat and put in her mouth.   Present bird and put in her mouth. Present spider and put in her mouth.  Wiggle body and fingers with words describing spider.                                   

Present fly and put in mouth. 

Put up hands and shrug shoulders.
Point to old lady and present the horse.  Put the horse in her mouth.

The end
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Intended audience Ages 4-8




